Faculty Curriculum Vitae


Tallie Cassanova
Social Work
Instructor/BSSW Program Director

EDUCATION
													
University of Iowa			Integrated		Master of Social Work 		May 2014

University of South Dakota		Generalist		Bachelor of Social Work		May 2010

PROFESSIONAL LICENSURE
													

2021-present			Adverse Childhood Experience (ACE’s) Trainer

2015-present			Licensed Certified Social Worker
South Dakota License Number: 3381

PREVIOUS PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCES 
																										
2023-present	Clinical Social Work, River District Counseling Center LLC, Yankton, South Dakota.

2014-2019	Psychiatric Social Worker, Service Coordinator, Human Services Center, Yankton, South Dakota.

2014-2014	Program Director, Social Services Director, Activities Director, Sunset Manor, Irene, South Dakota.

2011-2014	Admissions Social Worker, Human Services Center, Yankton, South Dakota.

2009-2011	Social Services Designee, Avera Sister James Care Center/Majestic Bluffs, Yankton, South Dakota.
		
TEACHING AND ADVISING
													

Instructor
University of South Dakota, 
Social Work Department, Vermillion, South Dakota 
2019-present

	Teaching Responsibilities:
	Introduction to Social Work (SOCW200)
	Social Work Practice II (SOCW350)
	Social Policy (SOCW400)
	Social Work and Trauma Practice (SOCW488)
	Field Experience (SOCW496)
	Advising Responsibilities:
	Undergraduate social work students 45+ credits
	Transfer students from WITCC
	Collaborating with other USD offices providing advising to pre-social work majors
HONORS & AWARDS
													

2024-2025	Belbas-Larson Award for Excellence in Teaching Nominee
		University of South Dakota
		Vermillion, SD

2023-2024	Program Director Academy on behalf of Council on Social Work Education (CSWE) and CSWE’S Council on Leadership and Development
	$1,500.00

2023-2024	Belbas-Larson Award for Excellence in Teaching Nominee
		University of South Dakota
		Vermillion, SD

2021-2022	Belbas-Larson Award for Excellence in Teaching Nominee
		University of South Dakota
		Vermillion, SD		

2019		South Dakota Social Worker of the Year
		SD Health Care Social Work Association
		Sioux Falls, SD
  			
BOOK CHAPTERS, REVIEWS, & OTHER PUBLICATIONS 
													
Published/In Press/Revisions/Rejected

1. Cassanova, T. R. (2022) The Empowered Citizens Guide: 10 steps to passing a law that matters to you. The New Social Worker. https://www.socialworker.com/feature-articles/reviews-commentary/empowered-citizens-guide-10-steps-to-passing-law-that-matters-book-review/ 
2. Cassanova, T.R. (2022) Book Review: Breaking Out of the Box: Adventure-Based Field Instruction. 20200811-44. Association of Baccalaureate Social Work Program Directors. 

FUNDING
													
 
2021 Presenter: Delta Dental Continuing Education. Funded. $5,000

PEER-REVIEWED PRESENTATIONS
													

Cassanova, T. & Greenig, B. (2018). Dialectical Behavior Therapy. Yankton Area Mental Wellness Conference, Yankton SD. (Regional)
CONSULTATION & TRAININGS


Cassanova, T. & Hodge, C. (2025) Navigating Ethical Dilemmas in Social Work Practice. NASW SD Chapter, Spring 2025 Conference, Sioux Falls, SD. (State) 
Cassanova, T. & Hodge, C. (2023) Empathetic Conversations: Motivational Interviewing Strategies for Supporting Survivors of Domestic Violence and Sexual Abuse. 1 hour training. South Dakota Network Against Family Violence and Sexual Assault, Virtual Presentation. (State)
Cassanova, T. & Lecy, N. (2023). Mindfulness and Reflective Learning for Social Work Students. USD Fall Social Work Conference, Sioux Falls, SD. (State)
Cassanova, T. (2022). Ethics in Social Work. NASW SD. (State)
Cassanova, T. & Nagel, C. (2021). Understanding ACEs. 2-hour trainings. (State)
Cassanova, T. (2019). Mental Health, Stigma, Approaches/Interventions. CNA/RA Conference. MTI. (State)
Cassanova, T. (2018-2019). Mental Health “One Piece of Me”- Multiple facilities throughout SD. (State)
Cassanova, T. (2016-2017). Social Work and Psych Rehab. Lake Area Technical Institute Students. SD Human Services Center, Yankton SD. (State)
SERVICE


Advising 

2024-2025	34 students, Bachelor of Social Work Program, Social Work Department, University of South Dakota, Vermillion, SD.

2023-2024	38 students, Bachelor of Social Work Program, Social Work Department, University of South Dakota, Vermillion, SD. 

2022-2023	51 students, Bachelor of Social Work Program, Social Work Department, University of South Dakota, Vermillion, SD. 

2021-2022	80 students, Bachelor of Social Work Program, Social Work Department, University of South Dakota, Vermillion, SD. 

2020-2021	57 students, Bachelor of Social Work Program, Social Work Department, University of South Dakota, Vermillion, SD. 

2019-2020	43 students, Bachelor of Social Work Program, Social Work Department, University of South Dakota, Vermillion, SD.

Committee Work (State)
2021- present	SESDAC Positive Supports and Human Rights Committee Member, Vermillion, SD. 

2016-2018	Advisory Board Member, School of Social Work, University of South Dakota. Vermillion, SD.

Committee Work (University)

2025-present	Academic Misconduct Committee member. University of South Dakota. Vermillion, SD. 

2025-present	Faculty Senate Committee on University Communications Member. University of South Dakota. Vermilion, SD.

2023-present	University Senate Committee Member. University of South Dakota. Vermillion, SD. 

2020-2024	IHEC Committee Member & Champion. School of Health Sciences, University of South Dakota. Vermillion, SD.

Committee Work (School)

2022-present	School of Health Sciences Advising Committee Member. School of Health Sciences, University of South Dakota, Vermillion, SD. 

2019-2021	School of Health Sciences Clinical Fieldwork Committee Member. School of Health Sciences, University of South Dakota, Vermillion, SD. 

Committee Work (Department)

2024	Member, Social Work Program Assistant Search Committee, Department of Social Work, University of South Dakota, Vermillion, SD.

2023-2024	Member, CSWE Accreditation Reaffirmation Committee, Department of Social Work, University of South Dakota, Vermillion, SD.

2022-present	Chair, BSSW Admissions Committee, Department of Social Work, Department of Social Work, University of South Dakota, Vermillion, SD.

2022	Member, BSSW Faculty Search Committee, Department of Social Work, University of South Dakota, Vermillion, SD. 

2021	Member, Social Work Department Chair Search Committee, Department of Social Work, University of South Dakota, Vermillion, SD. 

2021-present	Faculty Advisor, Undergraduate Social Work Student Club, Department of Social Work, University of South Dakota, Vermillion, SD.

2021-present	Chair, BSSW Curriculum Committee, Department of Social Work, University of South Dakota, Vermillion, SD.

2019-2021	BSSW Field Education Coordinator, Department of Social Work, University of South Dakota, Vermillion, SD.

Academic Service 

2021-present	BSSW Program Director, Social Work Department, University of South Dakota, Vermillion, SD.

2019-2021	Field Education Coordinator, Bachelor of Social Work Department, University of South Dakota, Vermillion, SD.

Professional Service

2025	Grant Reviewer. Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA)

